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DEFENDANT'S MOTION TO PRESENT
WRITTEN QUESTIONS TO VENIRE
TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:




COMES NOW, _____________, the defendant, by counsel, and pursuant to the 5th, 6th, 8th and 14th Amendments to the United States Constitution and Article 1, Sections 3, 10, 13, 19 and 29 and moves the Court to allow the defendant to submit written questions to the venire and in support thereof would show:

1. The defendant stands charged by indictment with the offense of capital murder and will be allowed to conduct individual voir dire on each member of the venire.  In order to conduct this individual voir dire in the most complete manner but also to avoid lengthy and repetitious questioning, the defendant has prepared a list of written questions that Defendant would ask each and every member of the venire. 

2. Providing the venire with an opportunity to provide answers to written questions will have the following benefits:

(a) This process will be fair to both the State and the defendant by providing both parties with information that is necessary to intelligently exercise challenges, both for cause and peremptorily.

(b) The veniremen will likely give a more accurate response if they are able to see the question, review the question as often as may be necessary, and give responses that are not influenced by responses from other jurors are the manner in which the question is phrased by counsel.

(c) By allowing the panel to fill out these questions prior to their individual examination, the Court could save valuable court time and still provide the defendant and the State with the information essential to a Defendant in a capital murder case.  The time spent completing the questionnaire, as well as the time analyzing the responses, is not occupying the Court’s time.

3. To deny this information to the defendant would be to deny Defendant's rights to a fair and impartial jury as guaranteed by the Sixth and Fourteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution and Article I, Section 10 of the Texas Constitution.

4. The defendant moves the Court to Order that the Clerk of the Court provide each of the veniremen a copy of the questionnaire with instructions that the questionnaires be completed and returned to the office of the clerk at least ______ days prior to trial.  Further, that a copy of the responses be provided to counsel for the Defendant and the State, forthwith.


WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Defendant prays that this Court allow Defendant to submit written questions to the venire prior to their individual voir dire.


Respectfully submitted on this the ____ day of___________, 200[ ].

     By:_______________________________________







COUNSEL FOR THE ACCUSED







State Bar No. ________________







Address:____________________







____________________________







Telephone:  (   )     -        







_______________________________________

                                                                        CO-COUNSEL

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE


I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the above and foregoing instrument has been furnished to counsel for the State by hand-delivery of a copy of same this the ___ day of ______________________, 200[ ].

