INDICTMENT NO. _________

THE STATE OF TEXAS


§

IN THE DISTRICT OF

tc \l1 "THE STATE OF TEXAS


§

IN THE DISTRICT OF





§

vs.





§

____________ COUNTY, TEXAS

§

__________________


§

_________ JUDICIAL DISTRICT

NOTICE OF FILING IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION’S GUIDELINES FOR THE APPOINTMENT AND PERFORMANCE OF DEFENSE COUNSEL IN DEATH PENALTY CASES (2003)
TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

COMES NOW, _____________________, counsel for the Accused in compliance with and pursuant to the 5th, 6th, 8th and 14th Amendments to the United States Constitution and Article 1, Sections 3, 10, 13 and 19 of the Texas Constitution and the American Bar Association’s Guidelines for the Appointment and Performance of Defense Counsel in Death Penalty Cases (2003) (ABA Guidelines) and hereby gives notice to the Court that the attached motion or pleading [e.g. Challenge to the Composition of the Petit Venire] is filed in furtherance of counsel’s attempt to comply with the mandatory provisions of the ABA Guidelines which seek to “(ensure high quality legal representation for all persons facing the possible imposition of execution of a death sentence by any jurisdiction.”

Specifically, e.g. Counsel should consider “challenges to the selection of the grand jury and grand jury forepersons as well as to the selection of the petit jury venire”
.  The term “should” is used as a mandatory term.

The ABA Guidelines are guides to which the United States Supreme Court will look to in order to determine what practices are reasonable.

 



Notice given this the _____ day of__________, 200 __.

     By: _______________________________________

COUNSEL FOR THE ACCUSED

State Bar No. ________________

Address: ____________________

____________________________

Telephone:  (   )     -        

_______________________________________

                                                                        CO-COUNSEL

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the above Notice has been furnished to counsel for the State by hand-delivery of a copy of same this the ___ day of ______________________, 200__.

� ABA Guideline 1.1 A. “Objective and Scope of Guidelines”.


� Id. 10.10.2 A. “Voir Dire and Jury Selection”.


� Id. 1.1 “Definitional notes”


� Wiggins v. Smith, 123 S. Ct. 2527 (2003).





