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The Past and Looking Forward to the Future





Remember Law School

• You were constantly 
writing whether it was in a 
notebook, on a computer, or 
in a Blue Book

• Your writing was intended 
to engage and persuade



This is your 

Target 
Audience



Because Your Audience 
is a Criminal Defense 
Attorney

An Effective Paper is 
Critical in Your 
Preparation and 
Presentation An Effective Paper Allows You More 

Freedom in Your Presentation



Writing Has Always Been Our Most 
Universal Form of Communication



What Does Good Writing Look Like?

• Good Writing is a result of Good Thinking
• Improve your thought process you will 

improve your writing
• Good Writing necessarily improves your 

thinking
• Re-write and edit multiple times
• Being perfect is not your goal
• Being thorough and accurate is the goal





• You Will Get Feedback on Your Paper and Presentation
• There is always someone determined to criticize your work 
• Don’t give them a reason























How Do You Think?





CREATIVE THINKING





AN EFFECTIVE 
PAPER

REQUIRES BOTH 
SIDES OF YOUR 

BRAIN





















Narrative Writing

Should be familiar because it is 
generally how we argue to the 
jury



Format
Single Versus Double Columns



Font

• Personal Choice

• 12 Point Font is preferred
• Garamond, Calibri, Times New 
Roman, Serif, and Courier are the 
most frequently used
• Your Font selection should be 
something the reader has seen 
before

• You want your reader 
comfortable and not wondering 
why you chose that particular 
Font

NO



Proper Legal Citations are Absolutely Critical for an Effective Paper















• Don’t Repeat Yourself

• You will Lose Your Audience



Less is More
&

You Will Keep the Reader 
Engaged

Keep it Simple



That Introductory Paragraph

JUST DIVE IN





Introductory Paragraph



Proofread and 
Edit Numerous 
Times

Get a Fresh Set of 
Eyes to Help





TURNING THAT PAPER INTO A VOICE ARTICLE



ARTICLE MUST BE:
CONCISE, LOGICAL 
& 
EASY TO READ






