
  Defense: We Make Champions  
McAllen, Texas : November 13, 2019 : 6.0 CLE Including 1.0 Ethics  

 

Course Directors  
Joseph Connors – McAllen  
Moises Flores – McAllen 
Carmen Roe – Houston   
 
 

Overview 
Champions are not the ones who always win – champions 
are the ones who get in the trenches and fight. ‘Champion’ is 
a state of mind. Preparation and presentation are key to 
being a champion for the citizen accused. ‘Building 
Champions’ will provide you the resources, skills, motivation, 
and confidence to be a champion in the courtroom.   

 

 

Agenda 

Wednesday, November 13, 2019 

 8:00 am Continental Breakfast and Registration 
 

8:15 am Opening Remarks ~ Joseph Connors, Moises 
Flores, Carmen Roe   
 

8:30 am By Failing to Prepare, You Are Preparing to 
Fail: Pretrial Investigations and Witness 
Interviews ~ Phil Baker 
 

9:15 am There is No “I” in Team: Expert Witnesses 
and Mitigation ~ Nicole DeBorde Hochglaube 
 

10:15 am Break 
 

10:30 am Score First: Voir Dire and Opening 
Arguements ~ John Hunter Smith 
 

11:15 am Lunch Line 
 

11:30 am Lunch Presentation: Defense Wins 
Championships: Cross-Examination ~ 

Amanda Hernandez 
 

12:30 pm Break 
 

12:45 pm It Ain’t Over Till It’s Over: Closing 
Statement ~ Robert Gebbia 
 

1:30 pm Break 
 

1:45 pm Playoffs?: Appeals ~ Joseph Hoelscher 
 

2:30 pm Sportsmanship: Ethics and Mental Health ~ 
Dustin Nimz 
 

3:30 pm Adjourn 

This course is funded by a grant from the  
Texas Court of Criminal Appeals. 

 

WWW.TCDLA.COM 

Registration | Materials 
Registration is required to attend this program, and 
provides for lunch and electronic materials. By using this 
form to register for this course you affirm that you are a 
licensed Texas criminal defense attorney who regularly 
represents indigent defendants or member of their staff.  

  

Unable to pay tuition? E-mail mschank@tcdla.com to explain. 
Include the program name in the subject. 
  

Meeting | Lodging Location 
The Cambria Hotel is located at 701 S. Ware Rd., McAllen. 
TX, 78501.  The TCDLA room rate is $94 for a Double/King. 
Call the Cambria Hotel at 956.618.7207 and refer to 
“TCDLA” to receive our group rate. The group rate is 
available until November 4, 2019, or until room block is 
full, whichever occurs first.   
  

Register - Payment must accompany Registration  

Online  www.tcdla.com  
Fax  512.469.0512 
Phone 512.478.2514 
Mail  6808 Hill Meadow Dr | Austin, TX 78736 
 

Questions?  
Email Ksteen@tcdla.com or call 512.478.2514  

 

Contact 
 

Name ______________________________________________ 
 
Bar Number__________________________________________ 
 
Street Address________________________________________ 
 
City __________________ State __________ Zip____________ 
 
E-mail ______________________________________________ 
 
Phone ______________________ Cell ____________________ 
 

Join TCDLA #tcdlastrong #onevoice 

□ New Member or Second-Year Member  $100 

□ Renew Membership $180 

□ prefer not to participate in auto renewal  

For your convenience, TCDLA uses AUTO RENEWAL for all 
membership dues, using your checking account or credit card. You 
will be automatically enrolled in the auto renewal program so you 
do not have to do anything while continuing to enjoy membership 
benefits every year! You can always opt out of auto-renewal 
anytime by simply emailing mrendon@tcdla.com or by checking 
the opt-out option above. 

 Payment   □Check    □Credit Card 

 

___________________________________________________ 

Credit Card Number                                               Expiration Date 

___________________________________________________ 
Signature 
 

General Information 

NOTE:  Please read before registering: you may not register for this program if 
you are, or are working for, or are affiliated, clerking or interning with:  a full-time 
law enforcement officer, a full or part-time state or federal prosecutor, or if you are 
a full or part-time criminal defense attorney who is currently acting as a prosecutor 
or special prosecutor in a capital case (unfortunately, no exceptions). 
 
*Tuition will be used to cover future expenses of TCDLA’s grant programs or to 
provide for items that the grant cannot sufficiently cover. 
 
**Voluntary contributions go to support The Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers 
Association (TCDLA), a nonprofit organization, and will go directly to TCDLA’s 
private fund account. 
 
CANCELLATION POLICY: Written notice must be received 5 business days prior 
to the program (E-mail: mschank@tcdla.com). After this date, no refunds, but 
substitution of attendees will be permitted with prior approval. Registrants who 
paid tuition and are not entitled to a refund can receive the course materials. Note: 
Tuition waiver recipients must attend the program to receive materials. 
 
Tax Notice: $36 of your annual dues ($19 if a student member) is for a one year subscription to the 
VOICE for the Defense. Dues to TCDLA are not deductible as a charitable contribution but may be 
deducted as an ordinary business expense.. 
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Early Registration before 10.31.19 

□ $35  including $15 Tuition* (for all classes, continental 

breakfast and materials) plus a $20 voluntary 
contribution 
 
Check category 
⃣ Judge  ⃣ Attorney ⃣ Investigator  
⃣ Mitigation  ⃣ Staff       

□ If you do not wish to make the voluntary 
contribution, please remit only $15 and mark this 

box. 
 

Registration after 10.31.19 

□ $75  including $55 Tuition* (for all classes, continental 

breakfast and materials) plus a $20 voluntary 
 
Check category 
⃣ Judge  ⃣ Attorney ⃣ Investigator  
⃣ Mitigation  ⃣ Staff           

□ If you do not wish to make the voluntary 
contribution, please remit only $55 and mark this 

box. 

http://www.tcdla.com/
http://www.tcdla.com/

