Welcome to PUBLIC DEFENDER HAND DOWN:!
Join us for PUBLIC DEFENDER HAND DOWN,
presentation followed by open discussion on the newest
technology impacting criminal defense. Free for
Members. Open to all. Forward to a colleague.

October 7, 2026 - 2 PM

Presentation: Hand Down

Presenters: Sophie Bossart, Michael Falkenberg, Corey
Fawcett, Amanda Koons, Jani Maselli Wood

Date: Wednesday, October 7, 2026

Time: 2:00 - 3:00 pm

CLE: 1.00

Hand Down Meeting

Overview: Public Defenders! Want to stay up to date on the law? Join us once a month to get
the lowdown on the high courts! Sponsored by TCDLA, the Harris County Public Defender’s
Appellate Division will discuss recent case law from the U.S. Supreme Court, the Court of
Criminal Appeals, and important cases from the intermediate courts of appeals. Join us on the
first Wednesday of the month at 2:00 via zoom to get summaries of important cases, ideas for
new issues cropping up, and tips on how to apply new law to your practice. This is open to all
public defenders in the state. Let’s talk law!

Bio: Jani Maselli Wood is chief of the appellate division of the Harris County Public Defender’s
Office. She was an adjunct professor at the University of Houston Law Center from 1999 until
2025. She clerked for Judge Charlie Baird at the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals. She is the
author of O’Connor’s Texas Criminal Offenses and Defenses. She is board certified in criminal
appellate law.



