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Course Directors  
Rick Wardroup – Lubbock, TX 
 
 
 

Overview 
Is there a rational path for Texans to follow toward abolition 
of the death penalty? Colorado is the most recent of a 
number of states which no longer authorize the execution of 
its citizens. Doug Wilson, formerly one of the leaders in the 
Colorado Public Defender's Office, will describe how the 
change came to pass in Colorado and which strategies that 
worked there are likely to ultimately work in Texas. 
 
Agenda - Wednesday, June 23, 2021 
8:30 am  Registration and Continental Breakfast  
 
8:45 am  Opening Remarks 
  Rick Wardroup 
 
9:00 am  Self-care for Capital Litigators 
  Michelle Fontenot, J.D., M.Ed. 
 
10:00 am  “One Client, Many Lawyers” Trial Counsel’s 

Work with Habeas Counsel           
John Wright 

 
11:00 am  Break 

 
11:15 am  Building the Credibility of the Defense Lawyer 
  Katherine Scardino 
 
12:15 pm   Lunch Line   
     

 
12:30 pm  Lunch Presentation: Embracing the Suck of the 

Mega-file 
  Pat McCann  
 
1:30 pm  Break 
 
1:45 pm  Developing Mental Health Evidence 
  John Niland 
 
  
2:45 pm  What Andrus Has Taught us About Mitigation 

Investigation 
  Gretchen Sween 

  
3:45 pm Adjourn 
 
 
 
  
  

Meeting | Lodging Location 
 
The Hyatt Regency Riverwalk  is located at 123 La Soya Street, 
San Antonio. The TCDLA room rate is $  $197. Call the Hyatt 
Regency Riverwalk at 210.222.1234 and refer to “TCDLA” to 
receive our group rate. The group rate is available until May 26, 
2021, or until room block is full, whichever occurs first.   
 
This course is funded by a grant from the Texas Court of 
Criminal Appeals. 
 

Registration | Materials 
 
Registration is required to attend this program, and provides for 
lunch and the materials. Materials will be provided electronically in 
pdf format.  By using this form to register for this course you affirm 
that you are a licensed Texas criminal defense attorney who 
regularly represents indigent defendants or member of their staff.  

  

CCrreeddiitt  CCaarrdd  iiss  rreeqquuiirreedd::  IIff  yyoouu  ddoo  nnoott  ccaanncceell  yyoouurr  
rreeggiissttrraattiioonn  22  wweeeekkss  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  sseemmiinnaarr,,  yyoouu  wwiillll  bbee  

cchhaarrggeedd  aa  nnoo--sshhooww  ffeeee  ooff  $$115500..0000..    
  
  

Register - Payment must accompany Registration  
Online  www.tcdla.com  
Fax  512.469.0512 
Phone 512.478.2514 
Mail  6808 Hill Meadow Dr | Austin, TX 78736 
 

Questions?  
Email irodriguez@tcdla.com or call 512.478.2514  
 

WWW.TCDLA.COM 
 
 
 
 

Contact  
 

Name ______________________________________________ 
 
Bar Number__________________________________________ 
 
Street Address________________________________________ 
 
City __________________ State __________ Zip____________ 
 
E-mail ______________________________________________ 
 
Phone ______________________ Cell  ____________________ 
 
Join TCDLA #tcdlastrong #onevoice 
 
□ New Member or Second-Year Member  $100 
□ Renew Membership $180 
□ prefer not to participate in auto renewal  
For your convenience, TCDLA uses AUTO RENEWAL for all 
membership dues, using your checking account or credit card. You 
will be automatically enrolled in the auto renewal program so you 
do not have to do anything while continuing to enjoy membership 
benefits every year! You can always opt out of auto-renewal 
anytime by simply emailing mrendon@tcdla.com or by checking 
the opt-out option above. 

 Payment  □Check    □Credit Card 
 
___________________________________________________ 
Credit Card Number                                               Expiration Date 
___________________________________________________ 
Signature 
 

General Information 
NOTE:  Please read before registering: you may not register for this program if 
you are, or are working for, or are affiliated, clerking or interning with:  a full-time 
law enforcement officer, a full or part-time state or federal prosecutor, or if you are 
a full or part-time criminal defense attorney who is currently acting as a prosecutor 
or special prosecutor in a capital case (unfortunately, no exceptions). 
 
*Tuition will be used to cover future expenses of TCDLA’s grant programs or to 
provide for items that the grant cannot sufficiently cover. 
 
**Voluntary contributions go to support The Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers 
Association (TCDLA), a nonprofit organization, and will go directly to TCDLA’s 
private fund account. 
 
CANCELLATION POLICY: Written notice must be received 5 business days prior 
to the program (E-mail: mschank@tcdla.com). After this date, no refunds, but 
substitution of attendees will be permitted with prior approval. Registrants who 
paid tuition and are not entitled to a refund can receive the course materials. Note: 
Tuition waiver recipients must attend the program to receive materials. 
 
Tax Notice: $36 of your annual dues ($19 if a student member) is for a one year subscription to the VOICE for 
the Defense. Dues to TCDLA are not deductible as a charitable contribution but may be deducted as an 
ordinary business expense.. 
 

Registration before 6.1.21 

□ Complimentary - Check category 
□ Judge  □ Attorney  □ Investigator  □ Mitigation  □Staff 

□ Apply for Travel Stipend  
Will cover up to $148 for one-night hotel stay and mileage 
reimbursement per grant guidelines. A reimbursement form 
will be in your onsite packet.
□  Apply for Hotel Stipend 


