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Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers Association 
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Seminars sponsored by CDLP are funded by a grant 

administered by the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals.
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Closing the Courthouse Doors to Misleading Forensic Evidence
Livestream Event: April 1, 2021 | 8.0 CLE, 0.0 Ethics

Overview
Criminal defense lawyers in Texas infrequently challenge expert witness evidence in cases, even though many serious questions 
surround the reliability of the majority of the forensic disciplines. This seminar will provide lawyers the skills needed to challenge 
unscientific expert evidence and conclusions not supported by the careful use of the scientific method. This seminar will focus on 
the skill of conducting a 702/105 hearing, as well as the limitations of the major scientific disciplines encountered in court. 

Course Directors
•	 Nicolas Hughes, Houston, TX
•	 Rick Wardroup, Lubbock, TX
•	 Natalie Ware, Houston, TX

Agenda
Thursday, April 1, 2021

	 8:10 am 	 Opening Remarks
		  Nicolas Hughes, Rick Wardroup & Natalie Ware

	 8:15 am	 As Biased as Any Other Group: How Bias Influences
		  Forensic Expert: (Keynote) | Dr. Itiel Dror

	 9:15 am	 Nothing in Life is to be Feared, It is Only to Be 
		  Understood: Understanding the Admissibility of 
		  Forensic Evidence | Mark Loudon-Brown

	 10:15 am	 Break

	 10:20 am	 Seeing Further by Standing on the Shoulders of 	
		  Giants: Legal Updates on Forensic Evidence 
		  Richard Torres & Elizabeth Daniel Vasquez

	 11:20 am	 There is No Shortcut to Achievement: The 	
		  Importance of the Scientific Method
		  Dr. Patrick Buzzini

	 12:20 pm	 Lunch Break

	 12:35 pm	 Chance is Hugely Significant in Biology: 				  
		  Challenging DNA Evidence | Nikia Redmond

	 1:35 pm	 A Controlled Disrespect for Authority is Essential: 			 
		  Confronting Chemistry and Toxicology Evidence 
		  Dr. Jasmine Drake & Dr. Ashraf Mozayani

	 2:35 pm	 Break

	 2:40 pm	 Testing Shows the Presence, Not the Absence of 	
		  Bugs: Defeating Digital Evidence  | Dr. Cihan Varol

	 3:40 pm	 The Intensity of the Conviction Has No Bearing on 
		  Whether It is True or Not: Pattern Evidence 
		  Emily Prokesch

	 4:40 pm	 Questions & Answers | Nicolas Hughes & Natalie Ware

	 4:55 pm	 Adjourn

Join TCDLA #tcdlastrong #onevoice
q New Member & 2nd-Year Member		 $100

q Renew Membership			   $180

q Prefer not to participate in auto renewal

For your convenience, TCDLA uses AUTO RENEWAL for all 
membership dues, using your checking account or credit 
card. You will be automatically enrolled in the auto renewal 
program, so you do not have to do anything while continuing 
to enjoy membership benefits every year! You can always opt 
out of auto renewal anytime by simply emailing mrendon@
tcdla.com or by checking opt-out option above.

Payment 	 q	 Check	 q	 Credit Card

__________________________________________________
Credit Card Number		              Expiration Date

__________________________________________________
Signature

General Information
(Please read before registering.) You may not register for this program if 
you are a full-time law enforcement officer, prosecutor, or currently acting 
as a prosecutor or special prosecutor in a capital case (unfortunately, no 
exceptions).

*Tuition will be used to cover future expenses of TCDLA’s grant programs or to 
provide for items that the grant cannot sufficiently cover.

**Voluntary contributions go to support the Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers 
Association (TCDLA), a nonprofit organization and will go directly to TCDLA’s 
private fund account.

CANCELLATION POLICY: Written notice must be received 5 business days prior 
to the program. Email: mschank@tcdla.com. After this date, no refunds but the 
substitution of attendees will be permitted with prior approval. Registrants 
who paid tuition and are not entitled to a refund can receive the course 
materials. Note: Tuition waiver recipients must attend the program to receive 
materials.

This course is funded by a grant from the 
Texas Court of Criminal Appeals.

Contact

Name_____________________________________________

Bar Number________________________________________

Street Address______________________________________

City____________________State_________Zip__________

Email_____________________________________________

Phone__________________Cell_______________________

P040121_Broch

Send completed registration form, 
questions, or special needs: 
Call: 512.478.2514
Online: www.TCDLA.com
Fax: 512.469.0512
Mail: 6808 Hill Meadow Dr., Austin, TX 78736
Email: register@tcdla.com

Tax Notice: $36 of your annual dues ($19 if a student 
member) is for a one-year subscription to the Voice for the 
Defense. Dues to TCDLA are not deductible as a charitable 
contribution but may be deducted as an ordinary business 
expense. The non-deductible portion of regular and initial 
membership dues is $39 in accordance with IRC sec. 6033.

r $55 including $35 tuition (for all classes and electronic 
materials) plus a $20 voluntary payment to support 
TCDLA.

Check category

r Texas Criminal Defense Lawyer
r Texas Judge
r Paralegal
r Social Worker
r Texas Student
r Investigator
r Mitigation Specialist
r Legal Assistant

r If you do not wish to make the voluntary payment, please remit only $35 
and mark this box.


