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Capital Trial 

Course Directors 

 Rick Wardroup, Lubbock 

 Ed Stapleton, 
   

Overview 

Research shows that capital defendants are made, not born.  They 
are made by the circumstances in which they are raised, by the 
culture they learn, by the mental capacities they inherit, by the 
drugs that they are exposed to and the coping skills they develop 
as they mature.  This program will introduce trial lawyers to the 
manifestations of common mental illnesses, deficiencies and other 
conditions which affect our ability to communicate with and present 
complete pictures of our clients.  Attendees will be taught how to 
work with mental health professionals and their clients to present a 
compelling case for life.  This program will also provide training in 
victim outreach and trial topics. 

Agenda 

Thursday, February 1, 2018 

 8:30 am Open Remarks ~ Rick Wardroup and Ed 
Stapleton 

 8:45 am 
Ethics 

Staying Healthy as a Capital Litigator~ Chris 
Ritter TLAP   

 9:45 am Getting the Resources Our Client is Entitled to – 
the ABA and Texas Guidelines ~  Hector 
Hernandez and Butch Bradt 

10:45 am Break 
11:00 am Intellectual Disability after Moore V. Texas   ~  

Ken Murray  
12:00 pm Lunch Presentation: Preparing to Respond to 

the State’s Aggravation ~ Keri Malon, RPDO 
1:15 pm Use of General Voire Dire to Prepare Jurors to 

for the State’s Individual Voir Dire ~ Carlos 
Garcia, Jr.  

2:15 pm Introduction to the Colorado Method of Capital 
Jury Selection – The Stripping Question ~ Rick 
Wardroup  

2:15 pm Break 
2:15 pm 
Ethics 

One Client – Many Lawyers, Capital Habeas 
Practice in Texas ~ Ben Wolff OCFW 

 

Meeting and Lodging Location  
  

The seminar will be held at the Pearl South Padre, 
located at 310 Padre Blvd. South Padre Island, Texas 
78597.   Refer to “TCDLA” to receive the group rate.  
TCDLA room block is available through January 25th, 
2017 or until block is full whichever, occurs first. 

Mental Health 

Course Directors 

 John Hunter Smith, Sherman 

 Warren Wolf, San Antonio 
 

Overview 

 Research shows that individual charged with criminal offenses are 
made by the circumstances in which they are raised, by the culture 
they learn, by the mental capacities they inherit, and the coping 
skills they develop as they mature. This seminar will introduce trial 
lawyers to the manifestations of common mental illnesses, 
deficiencies and other conditions which affect our ability to 
communicate with and present a complete picture of our clients.  
Participants of this seminar will learn from mental health 
professionals and trial lawyers who have years of experience 
working with clients that suffer from mental health issues.  This 
seminar will teach you how to effectively present and tell your 
client’s story both in and out of the courtroom. 

Agenda 

Friday, February 2, 2018 

 7:45 am Registration and Continental Breakfast 
 8:15 am Open Remarks ~ John Hunter Smith and Warren 

Wolf 
 8:30 am Mental Health 101 ~ Brian Shannon 
9:00 am Understanding HIPPA ~ Stephanie Luce  
10:30 am Break   
10:45 am Early ID and Mental Health Bond ~ Alyse 

Ferguson   
11:45 am Lunch Presentation: Changes to the 46B – 

Incompetency  ~ Dr. Floyd Jennings   
12:45 PM  Break 
  1:00 pm What Can a Neropsych Lend to Your Defense 

Team ~ Dr. John Mathew Fabian 

2:15 pm Explaining PTSD in Mental Health Issues in Jury 
Selection ~ Emily Detoto 

3:45 pm How to Discover and Present Clients Mental 
Health Story ~ Warren Wolf  

4:00 pm Adjourn 

 
Payment:  

Payment Type 
 

Credit Card 
 

Check (payable to TCDLA 

 
 

Credit Card Number                                              Expiration Date 

 

Signature  

By using this form to register for a course you affirm that you are a licensed Texas 
criminal defense attorney who regularly represents indigent defendants.    Seminar 
is sponsored by CDLP, a project of TCDLA, funded by the Court of Criminal Appeals of 
Texas 

Reserve My Space I Materials 

Cancellations must be received in writing two weeks prior to 
the seminar. A 10% processing fee will be deducted from 
the refund. Cancellations made within two weeks of the 
seminar will be assessed a 50% cancellation fee.   
 

Early Registration by 1/22/2018 
 
 

  $35 For Capital Trial  and Mental Health 
 
$35 For Capital Trial  
 
$35 For Mental Health 

 

 
 

*Special needs or financially unable to pay contact 
TCDLA* 

 Registration After 1/22/2018 

 $85 For Capital Trial  and Mental Health 
 
$85 For Capital Trial  
 
$85 For Mental Health 

 
 

 Contact Information 

 

Name _________________________________________ 
 
Bar Number____________________________________ 
 
Street Address__________________________________ 
 
City ______________ State __________ Zip__________ 
 
E-mail ________________________________________ 
 
Phone ____________________ Fax _______________ 

 

Register 

Mail completed registration form with payment to  

     TCDLA | 6808 Hill Meadow Dr. | Austin, TX 78736 
 
Online at www.tcdla.com 
 
Fax completed registration form with credit card                       

 information to 512.469.0512 
 
Questions: Email smadison@tcdla.com 
 

http://www.tcdla.com/

