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Course Directors: 
Sean Hightower, Laurie Key, & Brent Mayr • 13.00 CLE, including 1.00 Ethics

OVERVIEW
Anatomy of a Trial: Using AI for Texas Criminal Defense Attorneys is a cutting-edge, practice-driven 
program that walks defense lawyers through every phase of trial from law office management and  
pre-trial investigation to voir dire, jury charges, examinations, and expert challenges, showing exactly 
how AI can be used strategically and ethically at each step. Through real-world demonstrations, visual 
evidence tools, and deep-dive discussions on emerging issues like deepfakes and prosecutorial AI 
use, attendees will see how technology can sharpen storytelling, expose bias, organize evidence, and 
strengthen courtroom advocacy. This program blends big-picture strategy with hands-on application, 
giving Texas criminal defense attorneys practical AI skills they can use immediately in real cases.

MEETING/LODGING LOCATION
The seminar will be held at the The Woodlands Resort located at 2301 N Millbend Dr, The Woodlands, TX 
77380. The TCDLA room rate is $189 for a single/double room. Call The Woodlands Resort at (281) 367-
1100 and refer to “TCDLA” to receive the group rate. The group rate is available until August 17, 2026, or 
until room block is full, whichever occurs first. Scan the QR code on the front and click on "Additional Info" 
to find the hotel booking link.

TCDLEI SCHOLARSHIPS
The Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers Educational Institute provides various scholarships for criminal defense 
attorneys with financial needs. Application online at www.tcdla.com or email scholarship@tcdla.com.

AGENDA
Thursday - September 3, 2026
	 7:45 am	 Registration & Continental Breakfast 
	 8:15 am	 Opening Remarks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Course Directors 
	 8:30 am	 Law Office Management Using AI. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sean Hightower 
	 9:30 am	 Effective Storytelling: Using AI to Craft Powerful .. . . . . . . . . . . . . Rocky Ramirez  

  Openings & Closings
	10:50 am	 Pre-Trial Investigation: Leveraging AI to Set the Tone.. . . . . . . . . . . Cody Bruenig  

  & Tempo Before Trial Begins
	11:50 am	 Lunch
	12:30 pm	 Voir Dire Strategy: Using AI to Identify Bias & Shape Jury Selection . . Jason Bloom 
	 1:50 pm	 AI Legal Research . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kyle Therrian 
	 2:50 pm	 Direct Examination Done Right: Using AI to Structure. . . . . . . . . . Grant Scheiner  

  a Conversation Worth Listening to & to Present  
  Evidence in an Effective Manner

	 4:10 pm	 How to Present Visual Evidence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Clifford Duke
	 5:00 pm	 Adjourn
Friday - September 4, 2026
	 7:45 am	 Registration & Continental Breakfast 
	 8:15 am	 Opening Remarks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Course Directors 
	 8:30 am	 Hands on How to Use AI Platforms.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Don Flanary  
	 9:30 am	 Cross-Examination: Using AI to Dissect the Adversarial Witness .. . . . . Neal Davis 
	10:50 am	 The Expert Witness: Using AI to Prepare, Challenge, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eric Devlin  

& Litigate Rule 705 Expert
	11:50 am	 Lunch
	12:30 pm	 How to Tell if it is Fake – Videos, Pictures, or AI Research?.. . . . . . . . . Blakely Mohr 
	 1:50 pm	 Ethics of AI. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brent Mayr
	 2:50 pm	 Attacking the State Usage & How Fight Cops or DA Using AI.. . . . . Chris Fredericks
	 3:50 pm	 Adjourn

CONTACT INFORMATION
Name: _______________________________________   Bar Number: _____________________________________

Street Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________________________  State: _______________  Zip: ________________

Cell #: _ ____________________   Phone #: _______________________   Fax: 	

Email: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

REGISTRATION (INCLUDES ELECTRONIC MATERIALS)  

	 Early Registration	 Onsite Registration
	 Before August 17	 After August 17
  Member	  $315	  $365   
  TCDLA/HCCLA/MCBA

  Non-Member	  $515	  $565

  ADD-ONS:  Book  $60  USB Video   $75
		     Vegetarian Lunch	  
		      (Not available after August 17)

JOIN TCDLA: ONE VOICE - STAND WITH TCDLA!
TCDLA Membership Fees (renew or join as a new member)
   New Member* & Second-Year Renewal $100 • Endorser Name: _____________________________
   Renew Membership $180 
      Prefer not to participate in  auto-renewal
 *endorser required

TCDLA AUTO-RENEWAL 
For your convenience, TCDLA uses  auto-renewal for all membership dues, using your checking account 
or credit card. You will be automatically enrolled in the auto-renewal program so you do not have to do 
anything while continuing to enjoy membership benefits every year! You can always opt out of auto-
renewal anytime by simply contacting TCDLA by emailing mduarte@tcdla.com or by checking the opt-out 
option above.

  LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS   Voluntary Contribution: $______________________________________________

  TCDLEI SCHOLARSHIPS   Voluntary Contribution: $_____________________________________________

PAYMENT INFORMATION	  Check	  Credit Card*	 Total:_ _____________________
	 *4% Convenience Fee will be applied

Please read before registering: Law enforcement officers, prosecutors, or special prosecutors 
MUST request in advance a  special exception to this policy be granted by prior approval from the 
Course Directors and an Officer of the Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers Association. Requests for 
consideration MUST be submitted in advance at least 14 days before the seminar begins by emailing  
mschank@tcdla.com; no onsite exceptions will be made.
CANCELLATION POLICY:  To receive a refund-less 10% processing fee-cancellations must be received in 
writing 14 days prior to the seminar (email kpreston@tcdla.com). Cancellations made within two weeks of 
the seminar will be changed to on demand and materials will be sent after the seminar, and socials will be 
refunded less processing fee.

Credit Card #: ___________________________________________________   Expiration: ___________ CVC:  _ ________________

Signature: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

SEND COMPLETED REGISTRATION FORM, QUESTIONS, OR SPECIAL NEEDS:
Call: 512.478.2514	 Mail: 6808 Hill Meadow Dr., Austin, TX 78736	 Fax: 512.469.0512
Online: www.TCDLA.com	 Email: register@tcdla.com
Tax Notice: $36 of your annual dues ($19 if a student member) is for a one-year subscription to the Voice for the Defense. Dues to TCDLA are not deductible as a 
charitable contribution but may be deducted as an ordinary business expense.
Media Consent: I hereby grant permission to the Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers Association (TCDLA) to use photographs and/or video of me taken at this event in 
publications, news releases, online, and in other communications related to the mission of TCDLA.

Not Attending
Materials | Members Only, No CLE   
USB	  $100
Book + USB	  $390

Viewing Preference:	  In Person	  Livestream/On-Demand
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