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Course Directors: 
Jeff Kearney, Patty Tress, & Thomas Wynne • 14.00 CLE, including 1.50 Ethics

OVERVIEW
This seminar gives criminal defense attorneys practical strategies to master evidence at trial, how to 
get it in, keep it out, and make it count. From business records and digital data to experts, hearsay, and 
objections, sessions cover the critical rules and skills every lawyer needs. Live demonstrations and hands-
on guidance will show you how to effectively use evidence in real courtroom settings.

MEETING/LODGING LOCATION
The seminar will be held at the Aloft Dallas Downtown located at 1033 Young Street, Dallas, TX 75202 
The TCDLA room rate is $149 for a single/double room. Call Aloft at (214) 761-0000 and refer to “TCDLA” 
to receive the group rate. The group rate is available until February 19, 2026, or until room block is full, 
whichever occurs first. Scan the QR code on the front and click on "Additional Info" to find the hotel 
booking link.

TCDLEI SCHOLARSHIPS
The Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers Educational Institute provides various scholarships for criminal defense 
attorneys with financial needs. Application online at www.tcdla.com or email scholarship@tcdla.com.

AGENDA
Thursday - March 5, 2026
	 8:00 am	 Registration & Continental Breakfast 
	 8:45 am	 Opening Remarks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeff Kearney, Patty Tress, & Thomas Wynne
	 9:00 am	 State Witness Cross-Examination: Breaking Down the Evidence.. . . . . . Eric Davis 
	10:00 am	 Getting Experts In & Keeping Theirs Out:      .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thomas Wynne  
		  Winning 702/705 Battles
	10:45 am	 Good, Bad, or Ugly: Using & Defending Against Character. . . . . . . . Michael Gross  
		  Evidence & Strategies Under 404(b) & 38.37 
	11:45 am	 Lunch Line
	12:00 pm	 Lunch Presentation: AI Demo
	 1:00 pm	 Critical Issues in Voir Dire: Lessons from Recent Case Law . . . . . . George Milner, III
	 2:00 pm 	 Hidden Evidence: How to Get & Use School, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Deniz Kadirhan  
		  Family & CPS Records on Your Client’s Behalf
	 3:00 pm	 Hearsay & Objections: Getting Evidence in & .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . David Guinn, Jr. 
		  Keeping It Out
	 4:15 pm	 The Confrontation Clause Today: Smith v. Arizona & Beyond . . . . . Lisa Greenberg
	 5:15 pm	 Adjourn
Friday - March 6, 2026
	 7:45 am	 Registration & Continental Breakfast 
	 8:25 am	 Opening Remarks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeff Kearney, Patty Tress, & Thomas Wynne
	 8:30 am	 Exhibits & Demonstratives: Making Evidence Come Alive . . . . . . . . . . Brent Mayr 
	 9:30 am	 Forensic Interviews: Defending Without Access (Ethics) .. . . . . . . Heather Barbieri 
	10:30 am	 Mastering the Heath Motion: Protecting Your Client at Trial. . . . . . . . Sam Bassett	
	11:30 am	 Lunch Line
	11:45 am	 Lunch Presentation: Investigations & Investigators: .. . . . . . . . . . Katherine Mayer  
		  Building the Strongest Defense (Ethics)
	12:45 pm	 Evidence in Action: Live Objections &.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Frank Sellers 
		  Courtroom Demonstrations
	 1:45 pm 	 Taming the Digital Flood & Millions of Documents .. . . . . . . . . . Catherine Stanley 
		  Made Simple: Organizing & Presenting 
	 2:45 pm 	 Smarter Evidence: Leveraging AI to Organize, .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mario Merendon  
		  Analyze, & Present
	 3:45 pm	 Adjourn

CONTACT INFORMATION
Name: 	   Bar Number: 	

Street Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________________________  State: _______________  Zip: ________________

Cell #: 	   Phone #: 	   Fax: 	

Email: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

REGISTRATION (INCLUDES ELECTRONIC MATERIALS)  

	 Early Registration	 Onsite Registration
	 Before February 19	 After February 19
  Member	  $315	  $365  
  Non-Member	  $515	  $565

  ADD-ONS:  Book  $75  USB Video   $75
	 Vegetarian Lunch  $5

JOIN TCDLA: ONE VOICE - STAND WITH TCDLA!
TCDLA Membership Fees (renew or join as a new member)
   New Member* & Second-Year Renewal $100 • Endorser Name: _____________________________
   Renew Membership $180 
      Prefer not to participate in  auto-renewal
 *endorser required

LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS Voluntary Contribution: _____________________________________________

TCDLEI SCHOLARSHIPS Voluntary Contribution: ____________________________________________

TCDLA AUTO-RENEWAL 
For your convenience, TCDLA uses  auto-renewal for all membership dues, using your checking account 
or credit card. You will be automatically enrolled in the auto-renewal program so you do not have to do 
anything while continuing to enjoy membership benefits every year! You can always opt out of auto-
renewal anytime by simply contacting TCDLA by emailing mduarte@tcdla.com or by checking the opt-out 
option above.

PAYMENT INFORMATION	  Check	  Credit Card*	 Total:____________________
	 *4% Convenience Fee will be applied

Please read before registering: You may not register for this program if you are a full-time law enforcement 
officer, prosecutor, or currently acting as a prosecutor or special prosecutor in a capital case (unfortunately, 
no exceptions).
CANCELLATION POLICY:  To receive a refund-less 10% processing fee-cancellations must be received in 
writing 14 days prior to the seminar (email kpreston@tcdla.com). Cancellations made within two weeks of 
the seminar will be changed to on demand and materials will be sent after the seminar, and socials will be 
refunded less processing fee.

Credit Card #: ___________________________________________________   Expiration: ___________ CVC:  _ __________

Signature: ________________________________________________________________________________________________

SEND COMPLETED REGISTRATION FORM, QUESTIONS, OR SPECIAL NEEDS:
Call: 512.478.2514	 Mail: 6808 Hill Meadow Dr., Austin, TX 78736	 Fax: 512.469.0512
Online: www.TCDLA.com	 Email: register@tcdla.com
Tax Notice: $36 of your annual dues ($19 if a student member) is for a one-year subscription to the Voice for the Defense. Dues to TCDLA are not deductible as a 
charitable contribution but may be deducted as an ordinary business expense.
Covid Notice: By registering, you are acknowledging that an inherent risk of exposure to COVID-19 exists in any public place where people are present. By attending 
the TCDLA Events, you and any guests voluntarily assume all risks related to exposure to COVID-19 and agree not to hold the TCDLA, or any of their affiliates, directors, 
officers, employees, agents, contractors, or volunteers liable for any illness or injury.
Media Consent: I hereby grant permission to the Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers Association (TCDLA) to use photographs and/or video of me taken at this event in 
publications, news releases, online, and in other communications related to the mission of TCDLA.

Not Attending
Materials | Members Only, No CLE   
USB	  $100
Book + USB	  $150

Viewing Preference:	  In Person	  Livestream/On-Demand
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