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Gumbo
Advanced

Trial Tactics

February 13-14, 2025
Wyndham Garden New Orleans Baronne Plaza

P: 512.478.2514 • F: 512.469.9107 • www.tcdla.com • 6808 Hill Meadow Dr, Austin TX 78736

Course
Directors:
David Moore & John Hunter Smith Scan to Register

Register today at tcdla.com, give us a call at 512-478-2514, or scan the QR code below!
Available In Person, Livestream and On-Demand At Your Own Pace

ScholarshipsAvailable attcdla.com!



A021325_broch

Course Directors: 
David Moore & John Hunter Smith 

8.00 CLE, including 1.00 Ethics

Overview
Join us in vibrant New Orleans for an enlightening criminal defense seminar, where you'll gain insights 
into crafting compelling case theories and trial themes, along with effective witness preparation. 
Master the art of captivating opening statements and refine your approach to jury selection to 
ensure a fair trial. After a brief break, we'll also tackle ethical dilemmas, providing practical solutions 
for navigating these challenges. Enhance your defense techniques in an engaging, hands-on 
environment and take your practice to the next level. Can't attend in person? We have a livestream 
and on-demand options!

Meeting/Lodging Location
The seminar will be held at the Wyndham Garden located at 201 Baronne St. New Orleans, LA 70112. 
The TCDLA room rate is $139 for a single room, +$10 for a double room. Call the Wyndham Garden at  
(504) 522-0083 and refer to “Texas Criminal Defense Group” to receive the group rate. The group 
rate is available until January 29, 2025, or until room block is full, whichever occurs first. Scan the 
QR code on the front and click on "Additional Info" to find the hotel booking link. You can also go 
to: wyndhamgardenbaronneplaza.com, at the top click "Rate Applied" and type in the block code 
02126751TE by "Group Code."

TCDLEI Scholarships
The Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers Educational Institute provides various scholarships for criminal 
defense attorneys with financial needs. Find the application online at www.tcdla.com or email  
jsteen@tcdla.com.

Agenda
Thursday - February 13, 2025
	8:00 am	 Registration & Continental Breakfast 
	8:30 am	 Opening Remarks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . David Moore & John Hunter Smith
8:45 am	 Bayou Ingredients: How to Cook Up Your Case Theory,  
			  Trial Themes, & Preparing the Witnesses .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael Heiskell
9:45 am	 Gathering the Ingredients: Opening Statement. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeff Kearney
10:45 am	 Break
	11:00 am	 First, You Make a Roux: Jury Selection. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John Hunter Smith
	12:00 pm	 Ethics: Simmering Solutions for Ethical Dilemmas. . . . . . . . . . . David Moore
	1:00 pm	 Adjourn

Friday - February 14, 2025
	8:00 am	 Registration & Continental Breakfast 
	8:30 am	 Opening Remarks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . David Moore & John Hunter Smith
8:45 am	 Cajun Crossfire: Attacking the State’s  
			  Forensic Case & Handling Experts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Angelica Cogliano
9:45 am	 10 Ingredients for Your Pot: Evidence.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Clay Steadman
10:45 am	 Break
	11:00 am	 Your Digital Footprints on Bourbon Street:  
			  Interpreting Cell Data & Computer Forensics. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Trent Forbes
	12:00 pm	 Cajun Courtroom Cookoff: Cross-Examining  
			  Forensic Interviewer & SANE Experts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eric Davis
	1:00 pm	 Adjourn

Contact Information
Name: ___________________________________________   Bar Number: ______________________________

Street Address: ______________________________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________________________   State: _______________   Zip: ________________

Cell #: _________________________   Phone #: _________________________  Fax: __________________________

Email: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Registration (Includes Electronic Materials)  

                                            Early Registration                    Onsite Registration                                             
                                            Before January 18                        After January 18 
   Member                   $250                                 $300   
   Non-Member	  $350                                 $400

   ADD-ONS:  Book  $75  USB Video   $75

Join TCDLA: One Voice - Stand with TCDLA!
TCDLA Membership Fees (renew or join as a new member)
   New Member & Second-Year Renewal  $100 • Endorser Name: _________________________
   Renew Membership $180 
      Prefer not to participate in auto renewal

Legislative Efforts Voluntary Contribution: __________________________________

TCDLEI Scholarships Voluntary Contribution: ________________________________

TCDLA Auto-Renewal 
For your convenience, TCDLA uses AUTO RENEWAL for all membership dues, using your checking 
account or credit card. You will be automatically enrolled in the auto-renewal program so you do 
not have to do anything while continuing to enjoy membership benefits every year! You can always 
opt out of auto-renewal anytime by simply contacting TCDLA by emailing mduarte@tcdla.com or by 
checking the opt-out option above.

Payment Information     Check          Credit Card        Total:_____________
Please read before registering: You may not register for this program if you are a full-time law 
enforcement officer, prosecutor, or currently acting as a prosecutor or special prosecutor in a capital 
case (unfortunately, no exceptions).
CANCELLATION POLICY:  To receive a refund-less 10% processing fee-cancellations must be received 
in writing 14 days prior to the seminar (email kpreston@tcdla.com). Cancellations made within two 
weeks of the seminar will be changed to on demand and materials will be sent after the seminar, and 
socials will be refunded less processing fee.

Credit Card #: __________________________________________   Expiration: ______________  CVV: ________

Signature: __________________________________________________________________________________

Send completed registration form, questions, or special needs:
Call: 512.478.2514                    Mail: 6808 Hill Meadow Dr., Austin, TX 78736          Fax: 512.469.0512
Online: www.TCDLA.com      Email: register@tcdla.com
Tax Notice: $36 of your annual dues ($19 if a student member) is for a one-year subscription to the Voice for the Defense. Dues to TCDLA are not deductible as 
a charitable contribution but may be deducted as an ordinary business expense.
Covid Notice: By registering, you are acknowledging that an inherent risk of exposure to COVID-19 exists in any public place where people are present. By 
attending the TCDLA Events, you and any guests voluntarily assume all risks related to exposure to COVID-19 and agree not to hold the TCDLA, or any of their 
affiliates, directors, officers, employees, agents, contractors, or volunteers liable for any illness or injury.
Media Consent: I hereby grant permission to the Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers Association (TCDLA) to use photographs and/or video of me taken at this 
event in publications, news releases, online, and in other communications related to the mission of TCDLA.

Not Attending 
Materials | Members Only, No CLE   

USB	                   $100
Book + USB      $150

Viewing Preference:          	In Person        	Livestream/On-Demand
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